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At Somerset Computing we are completing
an archiving solution, with ‘full-text search’
ability, covering 40 years of the Proceedings
of the British Academy (see www.proc.britac.
ac.uk). This archive will act as a pilot
scheme and may eventually be expanded to
include all of the Proceedings, which were
first published in 1905.

The British Academy is the national aca-
demy for the humanities and social sciences,
and last year celebrated its centenary. The
Proceedings of the British Academy is the flag-
ship of the Academy’s publishing programme,
printing conference proceedings, the texts of
scholarly lectures and extended obituaries of
its Fellows. Because the Proceedings of the
British Academy covers such a wide range
of subjects, there is a particular need to help
users navigate and access its rich store of
much-cited articles. The British Academy
became interested in producing an elec-
tronic archive of the annual volumes of the
Proceedings as a way of achieving that navi-
gation and access. What was needed was a
simple and affordable way of capturing the
articles in electronic form, making them
word-searchable, and then delivering them
electronically to users in a widely accepted
format.

We offered a distinctive electronic arch-
iving solution in that it allows the whole
lecture or article to be searched — rather
than just the headers and abstracts — with-
out the need for the expensive process of
recoding into XML or SGML and retype-
setting the entire document. The service
provided is a very cost-effective solution to
publishing articles on-line that are not already
structured in an electronic format. Data can
be taken in a variety of forms — hard copies
and electronic files — and then converted so
that all may be stored together in the one
database.

New volumes of the Proceedings, now
produced in a structured way as a spin-off
from the conventional production process,
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ABSTRACT: Somerset Computing Limited has
developed a unique search engine that allows
publishers and societies to produce electronic
archives with full-text searching and the ability to
carry out high-level search requests without major
rekeying or tagging, making it the most
cost-effective solution for full-text searching
available. This technology has relevance to many
publishing areas including legal publishers,
academic publishers, STM publishers, learned
societies and professional typesetters. This article
describes how Somerset Computing has utilized its
expertise and this innovative in-house software to
provide the British Academy with an affordable,
fully searchable solution to the electronic archiving
of the Proceedings of the British Academy.
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Figure 1 Summary of the process used to create the electronic archive.

can then easily be added to the archive to
keep it up to date.

The British Academy provided the Pro-
ceedings of the British Academy volumes
covering the years 1964-93; these were
scanned in bound form. The scanned pages
were saved as PDF (Portable Document
Format) files and also put through the latest
optical character recognition software. The
Proceedings for the years 1994 onwards were
provided as QuarkXpress and 3B2 (a pro-
fessional typesetting program) files. Final
output of the article is delivered in PDE
ensuring the user obtains standardized and
easily accessible files. The PDF is similar to
a photocopy in that the user will obtain a
copy of the article as it is seen in its original
published form.

Our in-house program, SOMCNYV, merges
data from both the scanned and electronic
sources and produces an Internet-based
archive database with a structure specific to
the client’s end application. Having been
developed in-house and being script based,

SOMCNYV can be readily altered to give be-
spoke solutions. The full-text search of the
database is enabled by the unique in-house
software program, SOMFTS. This program
has been written to permit the end-user the
very greatest control and speed in even
high-level search requests.

The archive database and the in-house
programs are currently hosted on a dedi-
cated server based in London, although the
programmes could have been licensed had
the Academy wished to hold the archive on
a third-party server.

SOMCNYV and SOMEFTS working together
allow complete automation of the structuring
and the indexing of the archive database,
keeping the manual work required to a
minimum and the accuracy of the finished
product to a maximum. These programs
have been designed to thrive on large, multi-
volume publications and can handle data
from a few thousand to millions of pages (see
Figure 1).

From the British Academy website the
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Figure 2 Search Results Screen showing the PDF that can be viewed by the user prior to down- loading

the entire article.

user can access the Full Search Screen and is
then able to key in up to 50 words. The
program will search the entire archive for
matches in seconds. The way in which
the data are structured automatically by
SOMCNYV enables the user to select whether
to search the entire archive or just the
memoirs or lectures. The data have also
been indexed so that it is possible to view all
articles written by a certain author or as part
of a certain lecture series.

Once the program has completed the
search, the Search Results Screen is dis-
played (see Figure 2).

As can be seen, the Search Results Screen
lists all the articles that match the search,
along with the author, the volume of the

Proceedings and statistics regarding the oc-
currence of the word(s) being searched for.
The user is able to view the PDF of the
first page of each article listed and the page
that has the optimum match (as shown in
Figure 2). This allows the user to assess the
article and decide whether it is the correct
one to download. If the user has found
the article he/she requires, the PDF of the
whole article can be downloaded via an
e-commerce or password-restricted area of
the website. Selected users (e.g. Fellows of
the British Academy) listed on another
database can access the password-restricted
area. The database will contain information
specifying the user’s rights to free access to
certain articles. For example, a user may
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